60.   DISCUSSION WITH WORKERS AT POONA
September 4, 1924
y
QUESTION: You have assigned only these three things to the Congress;
will this not annul its political character?
GANPHIJI : Yea, for some time; but I am seeking suspension
only for a year during which I am undertaking boycott of foreign
cloth.
But you are asking for exclusion from the Congress of all those who
do not spin. Would only those who do khadi work have a right to remain in
the Congress? Why should those who undertake the other two items not
have that right?
I am a soldier. I am speaking therefore with a grasp of the
strategy of war. Hindu-Muslim unity and removal of untouchability
do not involve bodily labour. They need propaganda and edu-
cation. This work can be done extensively with a devout heart;
Whereas khadi work requires some exertion of the limbs over and
above a devout heart. I wish to bind the Workers and the people
together with a common bond* The yarn produced by a spinning-
wheel can alone be such a bond. If members of the Congress spin,
crores of our countrymen will spin.
Does it not mean that those who sympathize with your other work
should remain out of the Congress?
They may well help by staying out. Thousands of sympathizers
have already been crowding before me. How dp I benefit from
them? I have to raise an army of workers spinning 2,000 yards of
yarn a month. Won't you get time to spin 2,000 yards? Do you
carry a greater burden of work than I do?
I shall repeat the question which I asked in the beginning* There is a
grave risk of the Congress losing its political character for ever.
No, it will not. I cannot offer you a political programme unless
you join the struggle today; but I say that as soon as you do this
I shall put forward a political programme. I am not a saint; I
am a politician. I am, however, a mild type of politician. Was I
not a politician in South Africa? Did I join issue with General
Smuts without political sagacity? I do want to fight; but my dear
brother, let me whet my weapon.
You stsk us to leave the Committees. How is that going ,to reduce
bitterness?